
argument for more or less 

Brussels.” 

A presentation by the 
Women’s European Lobby, 
really stirred debate and 
between seminars students 
could be heard discussing 
the merits of equal pay, 
maternity leave, and how 
legislation from the EU has 

impacted women.  

“It was reassuring to know 
that there is a European 
Women’s Lobby that are 
trying or attempting to 
break the glass ceiling for 
women, ” said Grieg City 
Academy student Jennifer 

Should the UK have more or 
less European Union?  That 
is the question 19 ACD stu-
dents, ACD alumni, as well 
as students from The Bridge 
Academy and Grieg City 
Academy, sought to answer 
on a investigative trip to 
Brussels from 18th – 19th 

February 2014.  

The two-day trip had stu-
dents debating the merits of 
the EU with UKIP MEP Stuart 
Agnew, providing input on 
the European Parliament’s 
media campaign for the 
2014 parliamentary elec-
tions, and conducting a ses-
sion on youth unemployment 
in Europe, at the European 

Economic and Social Com-

mittee.  

“The thing I found more 
interesting about this trip 
was hearing two very dif-
ferent opinions and per-
spective on the issue of the 
UK being apart of the EU,” 
said Nyasha Pamire-

Muhammad, ACD 2010.  

One of the highlights of the 
trip was a working lunch/
panel discussion on the le-
gal arguments for and 
against Britain leaving the 
EU or Brexit, hosted by the 
Brussels’ office of interna-
tional law firm Slaughter 

and May.   

“There is so much media 
coverage on whether Britain 
should be in or out of the 
EU,” said Brenda King, 
Chief Executive of ACD.  “It 
is important to give students 
a better insight into the EU's 
role in British society and 
hear from both sides of the 

ACD Goes to Brussels 2014: Journey to the European Capital  

ACD Finalist for London Business Awards 2014 

African & Caribbean Diversity is 
pleased to announce that it has 
been selected as a finalist for 
one of  Prospect's London Busi-

ness Awards 2014.  

The award for Commitment to 
the Community award is given 
to a business that is positively 
impacting the local community 
over and above its core busi-

ness.  

For over 20 years, ACD has 
actively sought to implement 

programmes for the econom-
ic and education develop-
ment of the African and Car-
ibbean communities in Lon-

don.   

Today, ACD is proud to 
boast of over 300 alumni 
who have gone on to be 
active members of the com-
munity. The winners of each 
business award category will 
be announced at a Gala 
Dinner and Awards Ceremo-

ny on 17th June 2014. 

ACD Students stand in front of the 
28 flags of the EU member states 
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Onwuzulike.   

This is the second time in four 
years that ACD has taken a 
group of British students to 
the European capital. Based 
on student feedback, the 
Charity hopes to take a lot 

more in the future.  

“I feel that is important that 
young people living in the EU 
are aware of the decisions 
that are being made for 
them,” said student Doraine 

Kabi.  

“After this trip, I will be fol-

lowing politics a lot more.” 

Special thanks to  

ACD parent Samuel 
Ankobia for arranging our 

Eurostar tickets 

Claude Moraes, MEP for 
sponsoring ACD to visit the 

European Parliament 

 Slaughter and May for 
providing their informative 
panel and partly funding 

this trip!   

ACD Students look back at the 
Parlamentarium one more time 

before heading back to the UK 



were in attendance and could be 
seen singing along to Ms. Wilson's 
tunes even though, as she pointed 
out, her first number one hit with 
The Supremes was released 50 

years ago. 

"It just goes to show that some songs 

last forever," said Ms Wilson.  

During her show, Ms Wilson took 
the opportunity to remind the few 
dozen young people present what 
life was like during the 1960s for 
black people in the United States. 
People of colour had separate en-
trances into buildings and separate 
water fountains. They were called 

It's not every day you get to listen 
to a legend sing in a living room, 
but ACD students and staff did just 
that on 26th February 2014 at a 
reception in honour of musical icon 
and legend Mary Wilson of the 
famed Motown girl group The 

Supremes.  

The "Dare to Dream" evening was 
hosted in the living room of Wych-
wood House, the official residence 
of the Deputy Ambassador of the 
United States, to close out U.S. 

Black History Month. 

ACD students Sophia Enyi, Faizah 
Muhammad and Andre Wheeler 

Negros, and treated less than hu-

man.  

In her talk, Ms Wilson encouraged 
those who had never experienced 
such a time of racism to appreci-
ate what was fought for and won, 
so that people of colour could 
drink from the same water foun-
tains as others, and be all that 

they could be. 

ACD would like to thank the Min-
ister of the Embassy of the Unit-
ed States for inviting us to partic-
ipate in this wonderful evening 

of music and dancing!    

Celebrating U.S. Black History Month 

ACD Parties like it’s 1969 
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While the UK celebrates the con-
tribution of African and & Carib-
bean peoples to the nation in 
October, across the Atlantic,  
Canada and the United States 
celebrate Black History Month in 
February and this year, ACD 

decided to joined the festivities.  

For many, Black History Month 
has become 28-30 days to talk 

about slavery.  

But, for ACD student Sophia Enyi, 
ACD 2013, and Bridge Academy 
Student, Moriam Tokosi, there is 
so much black history that isn’t 

being taught or talked about.  

To change this, Sophia and Mori-
am held a presentation on 8th 

Famed guitarist Johnny 

‘Jimi’ Allen Hendrix 

Author Chinua Achebe,  

The historical context of 

the word “Nigger,  

And famed musician Bob 

Marley.  

The discussion focused on uncov-
ering the hidden gems of each 
of these people’s lives and the 
legacy that they have left on 

black  people.  

Good job Sophia and Moriam 
for going further and doing your 
own research to highlight the 
contribution of people of African 
and Caribbean origin to world 

history!  

ACD Students "Dare to Dream" ACD’s Brenda King 
dances with Ms Wilson  

Mary Wilson still has a song in 
her heart  

February 2014 for ACD students, 
parents, alumni and friends “To en-
tertain,” “To educate,” and “To set 
the records straight” on the im-
portance of 5 key figures and ele-

ments of Black History: 

Acclaimed heavyweight box-

er Muhammad Ali 



In the centennial year mark-
ing the start of the First 
World War, many are ask-
ing themselves what role did 
Black soldiers play in the 

World Wars.  

ACD 2013 and new 2014 
students examined this ques-
tion on 25th January 2014 
with a movie breakdown of 
George Lucas’s 2012 film 
Red Tails,  led by exceptional 

ACD tutor Delano Burrell. 

The film depicts a fictional 

account of The Tuskegee 
Airmen, the first African-
American military aviators in 
the United States armed 

forces during World War II.  

Students were surprised that 
there had in fact been an all 
African-America squadron 
of pilots during the Second 

World War.  

Upon reflection, ACD 2013 
student, Seth Malick said  
“Growing up in the UK, my 
school never taught us about 
these things. Instead, I was 

taught more about how the 
UK and U.S. worked to-
gether to defeat Germany 
and its allies in the war. 
This was the first time I had 
heard anything about how 
black people participated 

in the war.” 

ACD strives to educate 
students on the roles that 
African and Caribbean  
peoples have played in 
British history as well as 

world history.  

ACD’s Mentoring and Enrichment 
Programme was featured in The 
Voice Online  on 4th March 2014 
as a success story against trou-
bling university dropout rates for 
African and Caribbean students 

in the UK. 

According to a 2013 Equality in 
Higher Education Statistical Re-
port, of all the full-time students 
who started university degrees in 
2010/11, 11.2 per cent of all 

dropouts were black. 

However, ACD students tend not 

to fall into these statistics. As 95 per 
cent of ACD students have continued 
onto post-16 education with 71 per 
cent of ACD students entering uni-

versity, and 27 per cent attending 

the top 24 universities in the UK. 

ACD’s Chief Executive Brenda King, 

told The Voice Online: “More should 

be done to prepare lecturers, so 

they are more welcoming and more 

sensitive to different cultures and 

dealing with a diverse group of 

young people, which could have an 

impact.” 

Reflection on  Red Tails-ACD Students Take a Look at WWII 

ACD in the Media 

Through the ever widening 
definition of joint enterprise 
“an encounter can lead to 
tragedy”. said Dr. Logan. 
Students who have been 
involved in a text, a tweet, 
or an email have been 
found guilty of various 
offenses and have done 

jail time.  

One of the younger stu-
dents eagerly raised his 
hand and asked, “ how 
could [the police] put you 
in join if you didn’t commit 

a crime?” 

Dr. Logan stressed that with the 
current legal definitions of associa-
tion, the onus is on the accused 
party to prove what they did to 
prevent a crime from happening or 

being involved in a crime.  

Dr. Logan encouraged students to 
“be wise” and think about the peer 
group that they communicate with 
day in and day out and encour-

aged ACD parents to be proactive  

“It’s not about ratting out your 
friends,” said Dr. Logan. “but 
about “keeping your community 

safe.” 

 

Early mornings are no hassle 
for ACD Students and Parents 
as they gathered on Satur-
day,  March 29th 2014 at 
9:30am to learn more about 
the legal and life-long impli-
cations of “guilt by associa-

tion.”  

Former chair of the Black Met-
ropolitan Police Association 
Dr. Leroy Logan led the work-
shop with a brief the history of 
gangs in the UK emphasizing 
to students that “crime has no 
colour… it’s not isolated to 
certain groups or communi-

ties.”  
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“IT’S ABOUT 

KEEPING 

YOUR 

COMMUNITY 

SAFE”~ DR.  

LEYROY 

LOGAN 

Guilt by Association-How to Keep Your Children Safe 

http://www.voice-online.co.uk/
http://www.voice-online.co.uk/
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/equality-in-higher-education-statistical-report-2013
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/equality-in-higher-education-statistical-report-2013
http://www.ecu.ac.uk/publications/equality-in-higher-education-statistical-report-2013


lege to be who and where we 

are.  

Despite the various challenges we 
face, from the seen and the un-
seen, we have tools that older 

Falling into easy friendships is 
not something people expect 
to do; however, that is what 
happened on my trip to Brus-
sels with African & Caribbean 
Diversity from 18th -19th Feb-

ruary 2014.   

Making new friends was the 
easy part; the hardest was 
finding a semblance of pa-
tience in the face of some 
challenging characters with 
alternate views on how the 
world works.  It was, howev-
er, a great opportunity to 
stimulate a healthy debate 
that lasted well into the night 
and left many of us consider-
ing where our place in Europe 

was or could be.  

I learnt that we as young 
people are incredibly privi-

generations may not have 
had to shape and define 
the type of world we want 
to live in, and pass on that 
world to the next genera-

tion.  

The ideals of the European 
Union stand to give us a 
chance at experiencing 
more than a lifetime of 
unity and solidarity in Eu-
rope and the absence of 
war. That chance is an ex-
traordinary amount of hope 
past generations would 
have thought were out of 

reach.  

The challenge of experienc-
ing alien culinary speciali-
ties was an interesting way 
of forever remembering 
Brussels—-hamburgers 

STUDENT OPINION: Why we need to have more EU education 
By: Pelagia Nyamayaro 

CAN Mezzanine 

49-51East Street 

London 

N12 6AH 

Pelagia Nyamayaro is studying 

international politics undergraduate 
at Brunel University. Her dream is to 

join the diplomatic corps.   

Enabling young people to achieve their academic potential 

A F R I C A N  &  C A R I B B E A N  D I V E R S I T Y  

without a bun! It would have 
never have occurred to me 
that mincemeat could be 
eaten raw, but also that, 
like many things in the heart 
of the European Union, is 

possible.  

If there is anything to be 
said about my journey with 
ACD, is would be that many 
more young people across 
Europe need to experience 

these life lessons.  

As Maya Angelou said, 
“When you know better, 

you do better.”  

Young people can only 
know better when they can 
study, and experience, and 
understand the world they 

live in.  

Phone: 0207 250 8148 

Fax: 08716 613 530 

E-mail: info@acdiversity.org 

Website: www.acdiversity.org 
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